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Spring is the time to plant summer-blooming bulbs, such 
as dahlias, gladiolas, lilies, calladiums and elephant ears. 
Bulbs should be stored in a cool, dry place until all danger 
of frost has passed. � en it’s time to plant.

WHEN TO PLANT

Exactly when you plant will depend on what planting 
zone you live in. According to GardenDesign.com, in colder 
climates such as USDA Zones 4 to 7, summer-fl owering 
bulbs should be planted in mid to late spring (May to June), 
and in Zones 8 to 10, in early to mid spring (late March to 
May).

HOW TO PLANT

� e best resource for knowing how deep to plant your 
bulbs is the packaging they came in. In general, dig a hole 
that’s 2-3 times as deep as the bulb is tall. � e pointy side of 
the bulb should face up. � e roots should face down. Give 
the bulbs a good watering. Continue watering whenever 
the soil is dry. Keep in mind that over-watering can cause 
the bulb to rot.

MIND YOUR SOIL

Most bulbs need rich soil, so mix some compost into your 
soil for the best results, especially if your soil is heavy clay 
or has poor drainage. Loamy or slightly sandy soil is ideal.

PREVENT WEEDS

� e best way to prevent weeds is to add 2-3 inches of mulch on top 
of your fl ower-beds. Bulbs can easily grow up through the mulch. 
Weeds will have a harder time. Weed barrier fabric is not ideal to use 
when planting bulbs, because it can prevent moisture from reaching 
the roots of the developing bulb. If you must use weed barrier fabric, 
cut slits in the fabric at the site of each bulb.

PLANT FOR VISUAL EFFECT

Consider when your fl owers will bloom to provide blooms all sea-
son long. Diff erent plants bloom at diff erent times during the season. 
Others, such as seedum, daylilies, hosta or bleeding heart, will bloom 
repeatedly until late fall or provide consistent, rich foliage. Mix up 
your plantings so that your fl owerbeds provide visual interest all sea-
son long.

Consult Longfi eld Gardens’ Bloom Time Chart for Spring and Sum-
mer Bulbs at bit.ly/2KTQuQm to help you plan your fl owerbeds.

Plant Summer-Blooming Bulbs

B & B Lawn Care
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While you should welcome some insects to your 
gardens — remember those pollinators? — there 
are other pests that are less welcome.

Among those are the scourge of the summer 
months, the mosquito.

WHAT ARE MOSQUITOES?

Mosquitoes cause the most deaths of any oth-
er animal taxonomy per year, killing more than 
700,000 people annually. Mosquitoes feed on the 
blood of host animals, including humans, and 
transfer pathogens from host to host.

Diseases such as malaria, Chikungunya, West 
Nile virus, dengue fever and others are spread 
from mosquito bites. In humans, mosquitoes 
appear to prefer people with type O blood, heavy 
breathers and pregnant women.

Most mosquitoes feed during dawn or dusk and 
rest during the heat of the day.

REPELLING MOSQUITOES

�ere are a host of mosquito repellents on the 
market.

Candles, bracelets, sprays, zappers, they all 
work, usually with some chemical help. But 
there’s also a natural way to go.

Many plants will help keep mosquitoes from invading your space. 
Here’s a list of plants with mosquito-repellent properties to help 
keep your garden pest-free this summer.

• Lavender and marigolds. �ese flowering plants emit a smell 
that deters mosquitoes. You can grow both of these in pots and they 
give you gorgeous blooms to boot.

• Citronella. You may be familiar with the citronella candles, but 
those things get their distinctive smell from the citronella plant. It 
and other lemon-scented plants repel mosquitoes.

• Rosemary, basil and sage. �ese kitchen herbs also keep mos-
quitoes and other pests away from your home. Both do well in con-
tainers or in the ground.

• Bee balm. �is pollinator-friendly plant also keeps mosquitoes 
away. Crush the leaves to release the repellent oils.

• Allium. �ese bulbs are the family that brings you garlic and 
onions. �ey release a strong smell that mosquitoes don’t like.

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?

While making the environment inhospitable to mosquitoes is a 
great way to keep them away, you also need to make sure you aren’t 
doing them any favors. Eliminate standing water as much as possi-
ble and treat pools and ponds to keep mosquitoes from laying their 
eggs there.
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Plants to Repel Mosquitoes

Mexico, Missouri • 573.473.0053

“In my 35 years of decorating experience, I have learned the importance 
of personalized attention. Dene Myers Designs is dedicated to meeting 
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Your home’s siding protects the structure of your 
home, but what protects your siding? � e warranty.

Whether you’re shopping for new siding or interested 
in maintaining the value of your current siding, it’s im-
portant to understand how siding warranties work. � at 
way you’ll know what will be covered and what will not, 
and you can maintain your siding accordingly.

Labor or materials — Your siding manufacturer will 
likely provide a warranty on the siding itself. � e in-
staller might warranty the installation job, to be sure 
it’s installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifi cations. Your installer should be able to explain 
the warranty options for both. In general, warranties 
that last longer or provide more protection will be more 
expensive. 

Consider how much the protection is worth to you. 
Would you have room in your budget to replace siding 
in a situation in which the materials and labor would 
not be covered? It might be worth spending a little more 
upfront to prevent major expenses later.

Coverage limits — What’s covered by the warranty 
will also vary among manufacturer, product grade and 
material. A warranty may include protection from in-
sects, hale, rot, delamination, excessive  fading, peeling, 
cracking, rusting, corroding and more. Warranties will 
diff er based on the material. 

Wood siding is much more susceptible to damage from 
things like water and insects, whereas composite siding is much more 
durable, with the ability to resist severe weather and repel insects.

Term — � e term of the loan is another important consideration. 
Many manufacturers off er a limited lifetime warranty. If the warranty 
covers only a set period, such as 50 years, check whether the warran-
ty is pro-rated. � is means that the older the siding is at the time of 
a claim, the less the manufacturer will pay. If you are remodeling a 
home to sell or intend to sell in the near future, consider whether the 
warranty can be transferred to new owners. � is feature could in-
crease the value of the home. Be sure to let the new owners know how 
to take advantage of the transfer. � ere is usually a time limit in which 
the transfer must be completed, such as 30 or 45 days after the sale 
of the home. Some features of the warranty may not transfer, and the 
term may be reduced after the transfer.

Routine maintenance — � e siding manufacturer will likely require 
that you keep the siding maintained to a certain standard. For exam-
ple, you may be required to use a soft-bristled brush as opposed to a 
pressure-washer. � e manufacturer will off er recommended products 
to clean the siding and warn against using strong chemical cleaners.

Damage caused by issues such as mold left on the surface of the 
siding may not be covered. � e warranty may also prohibit you from 
painting, varnishing or otherwise refi nishing your siding.

Protect Your Siding Warranty

North Side of the Square

109 W. Monroe, Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-7064 • Cell: 573-473-7513

Luxury vinyl planks

IN STOCK!
Plenty to choose from!

Come check us out!!

Erdel & Wood
HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER, INC.



Wood-burning fire pits are wonderful focal points for the gather-
ing space in your yard.

Bonus: They’re easy to build in an afternoon. Here’s how.

SELECT A SITE

Before you even look at your yard, you need to check with local 
restrictions, building codes and homeowners association rules 
to make sure you can have a fire pit. You’ll also need to read your  
homeowners policy to make sure it doesn’t affect your coverage. 
Choose a site well away from the house and with plenty of room 
to sit around the fire. Clear away any plants and debris from your 
site.

GET READY TO BUILD

To make a circular pit, put a stake in the center of the site and 
mark out a circle where you want the pit to go. The diameter you 
draw out should be slightly larger than the outside dimensions of 
the fire pit ring you’re going to build.

Clear out the sod and dirt down to a depth of about seven inches 
and keep the area level as you work. Pack the remaining dirt down 

solidly with a hand tamper.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

You’ll need trapezoidal blocks, which are more narrow on one 
side to allow the edges to fit snugly together in a circle. The bot-
tom of the fire pit will be crushed gravel paver base, available at 
your local hardware store, that’s about five inches thick. Put the 
gravel down and then wet it with a hose and tamp it down. Make 
sure the surface remains level.

Put down the first layer of blocks around the hole, checking that 
it remains level as you work. 

If you need to, add leveling sand beneath blocks to keep it 
straight. Assemble the next row of blocks, staggering the joints. 
Before you add adhesive, put in the fire bowl or ring to check the 
fit. Make sure the lip rests on the edge and adjust the positioning 
as needed. After you’ve checked to make sure it fits well, then re-
assemble the blocks with construction adhesive. Test fit each layer 
before you add adhesive.

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for your adhesive to de-
termine how long it needs to cure before you can use your fire pit.
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Summer weather means spending more time outside. 
And while you’re out there, you may notice that the win-
ter months took a harsh toll on your exterior surfaces.

Fortunately, power washing can get most of your sur-
faces sparking again. Keep reading for more tips on how 
to choose a power washer and use it safely.

TYPES OF PRESSURE WASHERS

Pressure washers take low-pressure water from your 
garden hose and push it out through a nozzle at high 
pressure. 

Pressure washers can be powered by electricity or gas. 
Electric pressure washers usually cost less and run qui-
eter than gas-powered models, but the trade off is that 
they’re less portable (you’ll need to have power wherever 
you use it) and usually less powerful than gas-powered 
washers.

Gas pressure washers are good for larger jobs such as 
decks, patios, sidewalks and siding. You can get gas wash- 
ers with an electric start to make it easier to start up.

With gas washers, you’ll need to be sure to follow man-
ufacturer’s instructions for mixing the oil and gas for the 
machine. You may even have to vary fuel types depend-
ing on your climate.

NOZZLES

A pressure washer will usually come with a variety of nozzles to do a 
variety of jobs. These may include:

0 degree nozzles: the most powerful, concentrated nozzle setting.
15 degree nozzles: used for heavy-duty cleaning.
25 degree nozzles: used for general cleaning.
40 degree nozzles: Used for vehicles, patio furniture, boats and 

easily damaged surfaces.
65 degrees: A low-pressure nozzle used to apply soap and other 

cleaning agents.
Always read the instruction manual that comes with your pressure 

washer and make sure you know how to how to quickly turn it off and 
release the pressure. For safety’s sake, stand on a stable surface while 
you’re pressure washing.

Wear eye and ear protection and never leave a spray gun unattend-
ed. Never point the spray gun at people, animals or plants and keep 
the spray away from electricity.

MAINTENANCE

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for proper maintenance of 
your machine. In general, you may need to regularly maintain the 
washer’s pump and, for gas motors, you’ll also need to tend to the air 
filter, oil and spark plug.

Power Washing Basics



Many perennial plants need a spring pruning. �eir foliage may 
provide protection during the winter, but by spring, it’s time to prune 
in order to encourage new 
growth. �is means pruning 
is an essential part of your 
spring gardening plans.

Here are some pruning 
basics to get you started.

WHEN TO PRUNE

According to the Old Farm-
ers Almanac, the timing 
of pruning a tree or shrub 
depends mostly on when 
it blooms and whether it 
blooms on old or new growth. 
In general, plants that flower 
after midsummer should be 
pruned in the spring, while 
those that bloom in winter, 
spring and early summer 
should be pruned soon after 
flowering.

Burger Farm and Garden Center reminds gardeners that while an 
ill-timed pruning may lead to fewer flowers and fruits, it is rarely fatal 
to the plant.

WHAT TO PRUNE

Fruit trees such as apple, cherry, peach and plum, and vines such 
as trumpet vine and wisteria, should be pruned in early spring. 
Spring-flowering shrubs such as lilacs and rhododendrons need to be 
pruned as soon as their early-spring blooms have faded. �is will help 
ensure a good bloom next year. 

According to �eSpruce.com, Black-eyed Susan, gay-feather, purple 
coneflower and globe thistle seed heads are great food for birds, so 
leave them be until early spring, while coral bells, delphiniums, hos-
tas, turtleheads and mums need the protection of their foliage during 
winter. Don’t cut them back until spring.

PRUNING TOOLS

It’s important to keep your pruning tools sharp. While a plant can 
easily recover form a clean cut, a botched cut can weaken the plant 
and make the plant susceptible to disease. Sharpen shears and clip-
pers, and oil moving parts to keep them working smoothly.

HOW TO PRUNE

Some plants need more aggressive pruning than others. Consult the 
Old Farmers Almanac or your local extension service for particulars on 
how much to prune a particular shrub or plant.

In general, when pruning a tree, begin with removing any dead or 
dying branches, as well as any “suckers” — sprouts emerging from the 

base of the trunk. Make clean 
cuts flush to the branch, 
with no part of the growth 
remaining. Also remove 
“water- sprouts,” which are 
small, straight vertical shoots 
growing on the main branch-
es.

�in out the tree by re-
moving branches that grow 
downward, toward the center 
of the tree or that cross paths 
with another branch, as well 
as any limbs along the trunk 
that are bigger in diameter 
than the trunk.

�en focus on evening out 
the branches and removing 
competing branches. Final-
ly, prune the tree from the 

outer-most growth to give it a pleasing shape, and promote the growth 
of shorter, thicker branches.
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Hotter weather means running your air condi-
tioner more to keep you and your family cool inside 
the house. For many families, that means more of 
an expense when it comes to the utility bills.

There are things you can do to help minimize the 
expense and keep your home and your family as 
cool as can be.

HVAC MAINTENANCE

Here’s a checklist for keeping your air conditioner 
running in tip-top condition.

Make sure that the visible parts of your system are 
clean and free of debris. Your components should 
have at least two feet of clear space around them. 
Regularly inspect your refrigerant lines for leaks.

There are two lines, typically copper, that connect 
your outdoor air conditioner to the indoor evapora-
tor coil.

You should also regularly replace the system’s 
filter with a high-quality filter and continue to do so 
every 90 days. If your system has a humidifier filter, 
you could replace it at the beginning of the heating 
system.

Another annual task to complete is to lubricate 
the HVAC motor and replace the fan belt, if needed. 

Clean your condensation drain line with bleach to keep it free of 
algae and other debris, which will allow your system to run more 
efficiently.

HIRING AN HVAC TECHNICIAN

Some local HVAC companies will offer maintenance plans to 
help homeowners take care of these regular tasks on their own, 
including replacing filters. These maintenance plans also usually 
come with discounts on service and repair. For older HVAC sys-
tems, consider having a qualified technician come and check it at 
least twice a year.

CALL FOR HELP

Depending on your climate and other factors, your HVAC should 
last you anywhere from 10-20 years. 

You should count on it needing not only routine maintenance 
during that time, but also the occasional repair. Here are some 
signs that your unit needs immediate attention from a pro.

• The HVAC unit is blowing warm air in the summer.
• The system turns itself off and on intermittently.
• There are pockets of warm and cool air throughout your home.
• Your energy bills go up unexpectedly.
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Keeping Your Cool

573-581-7970
1320 Paris Road, Mexico, MO 65265

www.mommenshvac.com

Since 1997, Mommens Heating and Cooling has steadily grown 

by offering technical service and quality installation of heating 

and cooling equipment in Mexico and surrounding areas.

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Commercial and residential
Furnaces • Air Conditioners

Heat Pumps
Geothermal Systems

Water Heaters



A backyard shed is handy for storing outdoor items, such 
as gardening tools, bicycles, lawnmowers and more. � ere’s 
a trend, however, of repurposing backyard sheds into more 
usable living or storage spaces.

If your shed needs new life or you’re looking for more 
space, consider these remodels. You can do a basic update 
on a budget, or go all out and turn the shed into a brand new 
space.

A STANDARD REMODEL

Update a gardening shed with a fresh coat of paint and 
new fi xtures, such as a custom handmade potting bench 
complete with a wash basin, customized storage for garden-
ing tools and gear and window boxes with fl owers.

MAN CAVE OR SHE SHED

If you can aff ord to put more money into the project, why 
not turn the shed into a space all your own? Convert the 
shed to a man cave or she-shed. Add a TV, sofa and mini 
fridge for an entertaining space. Add custom storage and a 
craft table to make a crafting space.

Have a hobby? Wire the shed to run a pottery wheel, 
wood-working tools or more. Or make it a peaceful yoga 
space.

A GUEST HOUSE

If you could use a space for guests, consider converting the shed 
into a bull-blown guest house. You’ll likely need to add insulation 
and heating/cooling, electricity and furniture to convert the space 
to a living area. You could also add a TV and internet access. If your 
budget allows, you could even add plumbing.

A HOME OFFICE

� e COVID-19 pandemic sent many people scrambling to fi nd 
space in their homes for a home offi  ce. With internet access, sound-

proofi ng, insulation and HVAC, your shed could become your new 
work- from-home space.

ADD A SHED

If you don’t currently have a shed, consider adding one. You can 
buy pre-made sheds or build your own, or consider a prefab model 
that can be customized for the intended use. No matter what you do, 
check into local ordinances regarding sheds. Sheds above a certain 
size may need to be permitted and inspected.

If you live in a neighborhood with a homeowner’s association sheds 
may not be permitted or may need to be approved by the HOA board 
and meet certain design standards.
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Ideas for Repurposing a Shed
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General Manager

Hawthorne Elementary School hosted 

a drive-thru literacy night Thursday, Feb. 

25, reading  the book, “Little Chef” by Matt 

Stine and Elisabeth Weinberg. Turnout was 

impressive, with 173 students and their fam-

ilies attending, with all students and their 

families invited to attend. 

There were a total of  27 reading stations, 

most of which featured teachers reading 

one or two pages of the book. Other teach-

ers were handing out packets that consisted 

of sight-word activities, decoding activities, 

vocabulary activities, fl uency activities, and 

comprehension activities all of a food theme 

and related to tie into the story. 

“We also provided parents and families 

with resources to help with reading at home 

and students got printable books to practice 

each reading activity,” said Mindy Hudson, 

schoolwide title teacher. 

All families were provided with a sack 

dinner which included a type of chip and a 

sandwich along with a bottle of water. Be-

fore families exited the drive-thru event, 

they were asked to sign in and all students 

received a free book and bookmark. 

“There were a ton of great responses from 

parents and students as they traveled along 

listening to teachers read the story,” Hudson 

said. “We had such a great turnout that we 

ran out of 300 sandwiches and activities. 

That meant it was a great night for Mexico 

Public Schools and teacher, parent and stu-

dent involvement, which was our goal.”

Ron Clark works on John Fitzpatrick's hair at Ron's Barber Shop in Mexico. 

This week marked his 60th year at the downtown location. [Dave Faries]

Making the cut

R
on Clark pauses for a moment to ponder a thought that occurred 

as he cut John Fitzpatrick’s hair on Wednesday afternoon.

“This is probably the oldest barber shop in the area, I imagine,” he 

said.
Ron’s Barber Shop, just off  the square in Mexico, was Houchin’s when Clark 

started work in March of 1961. But the building has housed barbers dating back 

to 1907. So, yeah — probably.

This week Clark celebrated 60 years at the same location. When he started 

there were fi ve barbers in the shop and dozens in town. Now he tends to custom-

ers alone, with some help from his brother, Mark Clark, on Saturdays.

“He’s been a barber for 40 years himself,” Clark observed.

He got his start as a teenager, doing the clean up work at a shop in Centralia. The fi rst 

head he cut was that of the barber — “it couldn’t have been too good,” he said of the eff ort — and that led him to 

barber school in St. Louis at the age of 18.

Clark’s fi rst job after six months of instruction was the same place he stands now.

“They ought to make you a national landmark,” Fitzpatrick said from the chair as Clark worked the electric 

was there when Clark took the job on 

And there’s Clark himself – a fi xture, if not a landmark.

“I thought he was going to say he keeps going because of all the fi ne people who come in,” Ed Weber, a customer, 

Yet from his perspective, standing at a barber’s chair looking out at a small strip of Jeff erson Street and the 

Ron Clark has been a barbershop 

fi xture for 60 years

Drive-thru 

literacy 

night has 

big turnout
Reading stations set up

By Dave Faries      Editor
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BY DAVE FARIES
Editor

Perhaps the most controver-
sial measure before the state assembly is Senate Bill 55, a massive education package that addresses voucher tax credits, charter school expansion, vir-
tual instruction, school board 

recall votes and participation in after school activities for home school students.
Within those general topics are dozens of provisions that have been revised as the bill continues to be debated.
“There are so many provi-

sions in the bill, many of which are only remotely related, that 

it is impossible to support the entire package,” said Keith Louder, a new member of the Mexico School District’s Board of Education.
Like many local educators and administrators, Louder opposes the measure, which was introduced in January as a way to require schools to allow 

home schooled students to take part in MSHSAA activities.
As the bill moved through committee reviews in February, however, senators tacked on a number of additional provi-

sions, including a contentious rider fi led by Sen. Andrew Koe-
nig, R-Manchester, that would 

Education officials find fault with SB 55
Fear proposal 
may lead to 
loss of state 

funding

High Honors

BY DAVE FARIES
Editor

When Gov. Mike Parson addressed an audience packed into the cafe space in Vandalia’s Eastern Missou-ri Family YMCA last week, he emphasized that access to high speed broadband internet was one of his priorities. He then admitted that he had fallen short of his goals.“Everyone should have access to reliable internet,” he said. “We still have gaps.”
One of those gaps was fi lled recently, when Charter Communications, under the Spectrum brand completed a $2.3 million project covering 1,400 homes and busi-nesses in Vandalia. The service brings access to internet speeds up to one gigabyte per second, as well as Spec-trum’s television, voice and mobile.

“Like anything, it takes time,” said Vandalia mayor Ralph Kuda. “But they’re hooking up a lot of people.”The project began last year. The state’s Department of Economic Development had included Vandalia in its broadband grant program, but Spectrum made the de-partment aware they had plans to expand their network into the area.
“There was no state funding involved,” said depart-ment spokesperson Tim Arbeiter. “It’s a signifi cant in-vestment.”
Charter has extended its network in Missouri over the past severa

Broadband 
network up 
and running
$2.3 million project in Vandalia

Deb Hill-Haag, front right, receives a proclamation from State Rep. Kent Haden after accepting the Stribling 
Award for 2020 at the Mexico Area Chamber of Commerce's annual meeting and awards presentation on Fri-
day, April 9, at Missouri Military Academy. The Stribling Award is the Chamber's highest honor. Other award 
winners were Dagwood Jr., Janet's Dance Studio, Audrain County Health Department, Village Square Associa-
tion, Max Kennen, Peggy Reynard and Todd Yager. [Storybook Moments Photography]

Firefi ghter of the Year for 2020 

diffi  cult year. Regular training 

serious injuries suff ered by the “It’s diff erent for everybody,” 

fi res, treating injuries, responding 

Fire district honors its volunteers
Tyler Shaw named 

fi refi ghter of the year

See FAULT Page A3
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Building A Water Feature
Adding a water feature to your yard or patio adds 

a cooling, relaxing element to your environment.
It can serve as a focal point of your outdoor liv-

ing space and also as a pleasant scene setter for 
outdoor parties or even just a relaxing evening 
with a book. Here’s how to build your own water 
feature with steps from the DIY Network.

PICK A SPOT

Choose a fl at spot in your yard and remove 
any existing plants, rocks and debris. Dig out the 
shape of your new pond. For a natural shape, 
make your pond with rounded edges that aren’t 
perfectly symmetrical.

SAND IT AND LAYER IT

Once you’ve got the pool dug, add a layer of fi ll 
sand that’s about an inch or two thick. � is will 
act as a cushion for your pond liner and keep it 
from tearing on rocks or other debris in the soil. 
Build up the sand around the edges to be a little 
bit higher and taper it off  around the sides.

Next, lay down the pond liner to keep the pond 
clean. Choose a thick liner that’s unlikely to tear 
but still fl exible enough to mold to the shape 
of your pond. Don’t be afraid to use more than 
one piece so it doesn’t leak. Your liner should completely cover 
the pond with excess liner on all sides, up and over the border you 
made with sand. Put rocks down to pin the liner in place and then 
cut it to size.

ROCK IT

Wash off  your rocks with a hose before placing them in and 
around your pond.

� e pond liner should be covered with small to medium-sized 
stones, with larger rocks around the edges for contrast.

Roll them into place if you can and don’t be afraid to fl ip them 
around to fi nd the best look for your space.

PUT DOWN ROOTS

Plants around the edges of your pond will soften the look of the 
stone and bring in some color. Choose native plants that are friend-
ly to pollinators and use a range of colors and sizes. Install drip 
irrigation to keep your plants healthy and watered.

FINISH IT UP

Add a store-bought fountain and water. Fill the pond up with wa-
ter per your pump’s instructions and keep an eye on it to make sure 
it doesn’t empty out in hotter months.

573-473-4485
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